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4 pFeTegM-aeniJe, - over, all.' 
Other natMSijs'Qt'thie.knoiva.' * 
worii) the liberty of the pcefs muft,Wi 
afcknoWtedged one of die .chief cnjoy-i 
mentswe have to boaftoft it: may b^ 
citlted th& firmeft fecurityi if wjt; tiie,- 
fauniiatiod of all o'Aits liberty -y and I: 
dare' venture to affirni; 'tljat no in(Op-;\ 
vation in -government can . poffibly take 
place- while this grand bulkwark of our 
A lives 
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Uyferand" fortune^ openlyiliagftj 
Let it then be remembered- with gmiif 
tude, and to the immortal honour of ^hr 
illitftrious Koufe of Hanoyer^^Jiat iof 
the Icaft encroachment has been made, 
on this invaluable bleffing, during the 
mild and gracioujs ajlminiftratioa of his 
prefent Majefty, , or that of his royal 
father -, and notwithftanding the heavy 
Gomplaints^ we Are continually making? 
oF venality and corruption, it has never^ 
yet been in the power of a minifter, ~to 
ftf^Pi.Jihp Ci:trr^nt of publica^ou, ooriias. 
thfi ftrm of authority l^en tjfted to pun-^!: 
ifli wy pMQbUQ.wfMer> .PSPSpf he abufedv 
th^ glcMriouf priiyiteg?, by |)rollituting it j 
torthebafb dcfigns. of bl^fphemy, trea-- 
fdis,-^* or abandoned lewdnefs. .; Even/ 
pctfijnal abufe jofi the greit, coftyeyed 
in ' i^e meanefl and moik fci^rnloup^ 
terriis^iwts isfcaped unnoticed j 4»d QVery 
public tranfa^aion, has hwH /mi^tly fufr. 
fcred to undergo the fcrutiny of t^e vileit 
of the. Grub-ftrect race. Witnefs the 



low, unmeaning witticifms,^ impertlpcijt 
queries, and Itupid remarks, lately puli- 
lifhed, on iht affairs of the nation. 
In other countries our liberty of ihe 
prefs^ is greatly inveighed again^ On 
account of fuch productions, but God 
forbid, we fliould inftitute a remetfy 
- worfe that! the difeafe, and fubje^ every 
author to the partiality of an Imprimst- 
tur, or the dread of a Baftile : if this 
• waj to be the cafe, how many valuable 
productions would be buried in oblivion 
for reaibns of ftate by ihe former ; and 
how many good authors virould be de- 
terred by the latter, from inftrudting 
and entertaining their countrymen ! the 
enthufiafl might then unnoticed, deal 
out damnation from the pulpit, for the 
dread of the Baftile, or a more infernal 
Inquifition, would filence all oppofi- 
tion. I (hould not then ftand up in de- 
fence of the powers of reafon in matters 

of religion, or endeavour to diffuade the 
unwary from being caught in the fnarcs 

A 2 . oT 
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of rgligipus politicians : e people wjip 
had fo far loft their -liberty ?jS to; fub.- 
piit ;tp tHef? t)^rannical iogipofitions, 

^wpuli pot bc.wprth r^cjajmiflg:, l^t 
^thajDks be^ tq Qpd, - fa;; oth^nyife js 
tJie cafe at prefent .;vvith you ttiy country- 

. fnax y, and . therefore I {J)aU iwith ; fuce- 
,docD( addrefs niyfelf tp you in the fol- 
lowipg pages, on a religipus enormity 
^hich has lately gpt to fuch a heigl^t^ 
that ^t. calls ^Iqi^d for the pen of Ibnoe 
able writer to put a flop to it§ rapid prq- 
grj^fs, ai?d prevent itj^ b^ljefuji influence. 
J mean the modern pra<3:ice of fome di- 
sines> who .preach eternal damnation, 
with as muph eagernefs and induftry, as 
•jheir heay.enly niafter, when qn earth, 
preached falyation ; and who m^ke no 
fcruple publiCkly to dpcl^re, that unlcis 
jou belieye in Cbrift according to the 
finguiar principles of methqdifm, you 
muft infallibly (^:e^ and be dai?f7iedj 
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Thefe words i have bad ^tbvAd«red 
in my ears eveiy tlDpie I )iave attendi^ a 
pace eloqueot and fqnfible preadier^ 
thefe : are the: .words, that gave riie to this 
publication, andlfliail thinkmyfelfex^ 
tremely happy, if my' weak endeavours 
jto ferye t;he Cj^ufe o£true xei^ion^ ihould 
excite foine able writer to prove, that thefe 
paen are not the: true difciples of Ghrift y 
and that they are by no means ifititled 
j^o the charader of being Chrift's ambai^ 
fadors here on earth. For my own part, I 
fhall content myfelf with offering to 
the public my fentiments on this per* 
nicious method of preaching, and I 
heartily wiih I may fo far fiicceed, as 
tp leflen the number of their Devotees, 
and confequently their falaries ; for I am 
ponvinced that worldly intereft is at the 
bottom of their enthufiaftic declama- 
tions^ and that all their proceedings 
^re a cojxtinued fcriei of religious por 
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•' l^WSB^^'t* ft|>5!b^zfribfthfc title of 

4iii8-paiftpJil«ti Vfeich '©fee miy thihk 
cstteiadiy if]!i]|!fapfcr kiid ritoiei btifrirty^ei- 
fimforifwasy that! knight induce fbme 
o£die fine |iBafiemdtk bf the age t6 infi}e<3; 
i|^ and fiiirprin them into tit9 rc^dnsg of 
:si .paixipUct ati a ii^ligiotis fab}6£t; by 
^tliis ri^pt'titlp |>age^ wlyich b6ars fiich 
, fli . ftfang; cdfemblan06> td &4$if^ faVduri^e 
Ie3t^eflicm8..in cotikmon cotiv^rfatloh : 
Jiad I ki^iid ki nthufiafin dr meibo^ 
'^ifm-dijpkyfii^, the very notion of a 
Spiritual ;treadi]b would hive difgufted 
them, "and my tittle production would 
fidycr ha^i^e found its wdy into the cata^ 
jegiies of jdre pc^te coffee-houfes ; but, 
while under this conciffe title, a General, 
a Minifter of State, a Chief Magiftrate, 
or even a Player, maybe hinted at: it 
is poffibfle it niay be bought out of cu- 
ric^ty, an4 read fot want of other em- 
ployment, or, as ' the wFrench call it 
f offer le terns : with the public, I may 

fland 
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ftand excufed for this title, as it is, In 
fad, the very expreffion taken from the 
mouth of one who is called a Preacher 
of Righteoufhcfs* 

I have only to addj that as the laws 

of the land moft prudently forbid the 

difturbing a minifter in his pulpit ; and 

we are thereby obliged to hear all ab-p 

furdities patiently, the prefs is the only 

proper mean^ of publifhing our objec« 

tions to them ; and where thefe abfiuv 

ditles affeA the public, it is hoped they 

will excufe the man, who, with an ho- 

neft intention expofes them, tho' he is 

guilty of inelegance of expreffion, and is 

unable to ftand the teft of literary criti- 

cifm ; and will look upon the following 

pages in the light of a friendly letter, 

which may contain fomething of utility 

and information, though not conveyed 

in that neceflary form and order, which 

is oblerved by thofe who are profeflcd 
fcholars. 
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[HEN the chriftian religion 
was firft promulgated, I think 
it -cannot be difputed that it 
was taught in its greatell pu- 
■rity and iimplicity ; and as it was not ti> 
be coJifined to that age and country alone 
wheiE«n it w^s firft publi^ed, it beciame 
neqeffsry to. Jay a proper fouridatiotJ for 
tranfmittin^ ii down to. the Uteft pofte- 
rity, in the fame purity and fimplicity in 
which, it was £[ft delivered by itg hea- 
v^ulv; founder. Oral tradition could never 
. . . " ■ ' B ■ have 
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fiaife^iwerca-ftis valuSb^ fUlftofe: we 
ICnpw how fubjed it has ever been to im* 
purities and abfurdities s it was therefore 
neceflary that thofe who had been witnefles 
of-our- Saviour's exemplary life, his meri- 
torious death, his glorious refurredion and 
afcenfion, fhould record thefc wonderful 
faifts in writings, which might be copied, 
spd tranflations' made into the difierent 
languages, of that part of the known 
world which then embraced chriftianity ; 
and from them be handed down to re. 
raoteft ages. 

For this valuable end the Evangelifts 
and Apoflles wrote; and thefe writings or 
fcriptures we of this nation at prefent en- 
joy in their greateft purity, in which the 
terms of our £ilvation are fo clearly laid 
down^ and our duty as chriftians fo ob- 
vious, that he that runneth may read ; 
they are intelligible to the meanefl capa- 
city> and want no forced interpretations^ 
nor fcholaflic refinements to teach the 

great 
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great duties of a chriftian life. What 
then can have given rife to ib many dif- 
putesy quarrels, and wars, which have 
difgraced fome of the principal profefiors 
and teachers of chriAianity, fron^ the 
age of the apoftles to the prefent times ? 
St. Peter has told us : The unftable and 
unlearned^ fays he, utrreft thefe as they 
do all other icriptur es, to their own de«' 
ftruftion. ' 






This they began to do in his time; 
this pradice they have continued ever 
fince ; and had the apoflle lived to our 
day and nation, he could not have given 
a more accurate defcription of the pre«^ 
vailing difpofitlon of fome of our fpiritual 
guides. It is to be feared they wreft- thd 
fcriptures, not only to their own deftruc- 
tion, but to that of many thoufands ; at 
leaft, to all human appearance ; but who 
dare fet limits to the tender mercies dF 
heaven. 

Bz Ji 
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... It|isowmg(io.tl^is;fal|ei^rjpj;e,^atio^~o ^ 
fcrJip.tiire to,,||cy^.tb5 f^ftiiiij^ pprp'oy 

that this pure;, Uiif |39ly .re%ipa^- .has af^ 
^ffled a differa^t'-2%P? io-ialoioft ever^ 
coqntry whcfc it.has been propagated^ 
ta this, we owj^ ^ pecyemi^ tfie. feufe of 
the moft obvious and eafy texts of fcrip- 
ture, to ferve the purpofes-of Idolatry, Su- 
|>^ffti"pmi ftp4,.pr^Ity in; fonif Copn- 
trif?, fnd ofioyncharitj^blcneis • in others. 
He^rnR^ny Rgffagfi? Pf l^9!y w"t will not 
fii?:Gatholic^pqint put, to ffjpgort the au- 
tbpj-ity and. inf^Wbility, 4^h^Mp^K ^^, 
frQlft'tbe.f*q[te;piurc\founta,jn;^' wiil.he not 
l^S^vf thp bloody water of peirfecution f . 
3^111 hje n.o( !|ii?!|te , authority from fcrip- 
ture to caqo^ize and adoreweaof. like in- 
lifOjificfl with qurfelves? Nay,, will he 
laot (nake ufe of jthe miracles wrought by. 
our Saviour and his apoftles to fupport all 

^he frauds and impoiitions pradifed to in- 
iharp the credulous in popifb countries ? 

Every 
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Etefry Se<a ^jf reMgion^ a«n their pic*^ 
tenlloris to fiip^ic* r eiaitudc with texts of 
fcrlptufC', andP itf bf^lto happens^ tbftt.-t&G 
fame ^afifi;ge$r ire tl&tf to A!i|)|)4Ft tenets ta^ 
cp^ofitd tor each otJicty ^ light to ck(rkhe& 

Havlfig thbs Mentioned ftDisbiof tfao 
motives t)f wrcfting the fcriptuitos^ fuclkat 
the inaktDg^thetn patronifi) fiiperftttioil 
and cruelty ; I ih^n £tow confide:. m^f 
to the^ various (^a^es chriftianlit3^iifiuiines 
at preifent in bur daj afid fiatioti; ahderf* 
dcavour to trace fome of the cslnies o£ thb 
dilunion of chri'ffiaiw amdnglpuV'to f3ie 
fountain head y ftaiAelyi the ^ vvfcSintig of 
the fcriptures by tlie onlearned' ami uir-i 
liable 3 and^ I may'add, even by the 
learned, to promote the gfatlfioa-ttons of 
their particular pafGons: -— r- And if ii 
can be proved according to a celebrated 
writer, •^ that the difunion of chriftians 
*^ is more prejudicial to the caufe of 
f* chriftianity than the vvritings of its 

- *f enemici" 



<* enemies'' we (hall have little reafon to 
accofe the Infidelity of the prefent age 
with £o much warmth from the pul- 
pit; as. the caufe of the cool receptioa^ 
Chriftianity meets with amongft people 
of hijgh . rank and education : And we 
ihall ilill have the lefs reafo^i for this 
groundlefs charge^ if what »n eminent 
and univer&lly admifed writer ^ has iaid, 
lietruey <^ that Infidelity is not the cha<» 
<< ra&eriftic of this age;'' and that the 
^< works of a late noble lord, thoVfi'aught 
•< with the very marrow of Infidelity 
«• were but badly received ;" But divines 
will ever differ in opioion, and though 
this eminent dodtor tells nsy << that this 
*^ age is not deep in fpeculations of Infi* 
*< delity/' if you attend on fonie preachers, 
you will hear of nothing but the Infidelity^ 
of the good people of England ; and v/ill 

* Dr. Browne in his fftimate of the Manners 
^d Principles of the Tjmes^ 
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be told that all our misfortunes, public or 
private are owing to our living in a ftatc 
of Infidelity : I u(c their own words : 
** that nothing but the thin Vital Air 
« which we breath, fcparatcs us from 
^< eternal damnation, and that unlels we 
« come unto Chrift Jefus immediately, 
" we (hall all die and be damned'* In 
anfwer to this I fay, that it is the different 
method of preaching the gofpel,- and the 
difunion of its profeilbrs, proceeding from 
their mifinterpreting fcripture to &rve par* 
ticular purpofes, that is the caufe of that 
lukewarmnefs amongft chriftians, which 
they pretend to amend, by thundering 
damnation in their ears ; and by giving it 

the harfh name of infidelity. 

Bver fince the reformation we have been 
clearing chriilianity from that cloud of 
Superftition and Error which the Romifli 
clergy had thrown over it ; and in this gIo-> 
rious undertaking we have as a nation hi- 
therto fucceeded, and eflabliflied a church, 

in 
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in whiQh- the rites and cecemonias of the 
^hriftiga.rdligipii, .« ;well 4S.its..d.ojftri8C^ 
feem to feg p^cfeiived 4n (that .p^^^y pad 
flQiplicity ii> -which, tbcjr were firil tai^gl\( 
^Rd obferv^d^ ^nd moft agreeable^ tp \hfi 
plain impartial interpretation of fc^pn 
lure. 



'■> * « •» 



: W«e \rc to flop hefjC Wcfhould do 
wdl^ 'i^nd (hould have no room to C9i;n' 
pjain of ifo nxany difierent kO^. pf .chri-; 
ilian§^ . fo#9e of them iilling^ our ycty 
fields jnd barns with unlearned, ^nd -pn^ 
(Ubie teachers^' fpreading conTuilon and 
error throughput the land.' Thefe men 
under a pretence of further reformation^ 
refine away the very fenfc of fcripturej 
and inftead of k pure and holy religion, 
have rendered chriAianity^an uniqtellijgjble 
jargon of ^nthufiaflic.myfteries. \' 

. . . 
Infor^aer ages itwas reckoned jajabcr 

of much iludy and learning to be able tp 

give a juft and inftrudivo C2j:pJanjilion 

of 
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Qft ^ipturc : ift pur day fv^ry difciple ^f 
j^lq ^ei^nesi. not only^throw a new light 
jijR.difficj|U. Pf^agcfi, but tells jouwi^ 
:the qtniG^ftr confidence, that unliis yoa 
Miev^lq. t^en^i according to his intergre- 
.^fttion» *':yftft :arc in a ftjitc of daqina* 
-**,tion. 
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.^. What c^H be the nrotives of theif 
^each^FS lor ^difering ffomt the eftabli(h«^ 
jQl^nr^h, ancl ereding. fpapipuSw edifices^ 
i;apable pf,|rplding fuch v^ft congreg^r 
j|)c0P4 i Is :itt<:P(ice and unJbiafled: love for 
fQanlcind ? .Is » it. a dei|re to fettle . chii:* 
::fthn}ty on a .9^re fure .^nd-lafljtig foun<« 
^taon ;thftn/ it.is. at pipfent? |Ov.ls^ it 
^rely torccpqiaiend^it y^ith uncosicmoiai 
J^Pfdt aiyl ;9eal ? Surely :they cannot lay 
claim to aii7 of thefe motives 3 if th^y do^ 
^bat^:n)pft:th$g^ think of the whole body 
Qf the cl^gy ? . Do not .tjbey (hew a regar^ 
fo the welfajt of mankiiifi and the prq* 
vpagation otchfiftianity? Are there not a 
ju^ci^nt nuinb^r of; them labouring in the 
. . ; C vine- 
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ViDeyard ? Do not they endeavbnr to &t- 
tie the chriftian religion on a (yre fbttn^ 
^dation P Are dot their focitiies ferpropa^ 
^ting the gofpel ih' foreign^ parts ; and 
the inftroAions givc^i in the tluif ity 
Ichbold^ at liomo' a fufficieAt 'proof thai 
they ufe their utmoft endeavours to trans- 
mit our holy religion in its native purity 
to jjofterity? Donotthey fit general re- 
commend it'ftoni their pulpitt with it 
beconlitig sed and fervor ? They do. But 
it is with decincy and modeily, not en^ 
fbrcing it with damnation at the tnd of 
eveijr Sentence; but referring jndgmeM 
ind condemnation^, with 6t Fiial, to thfe 
Coming of- the Ldrd, yA» will 'bring to 
light the hiddeik' things of darkn^fs^ and 
inake manifeft the counfels of the hearty 
If therrfore none of thefelsM^Me purpofti 
engage them to congregate fnch molti- 
tttdes, 1^ inuft conclude that either am^ 
hition or ihtereft is at the bottom of thek 
extraordinary Preachments. I know they 
will totally difclaim the latter^ and even 

flart 



iart at the charge, for they will tell yon 
that dicy^do nbt^ifpitt after cfaiircb ptc^ 
ferttient diereby toenriohtfaem&lvesi but' 
in anlWet 10^ this/ gtvo^mr^i^ve to codN.* 
jcAore diak tbeoe aceioiaoyi v^jb oC behigi 
paid for ttieir ext^a0rdiiiar|r forvices, plef^^ 
haps adequate to thQuutlfc valuable -bfc^ 
4fl^cQB } aii4 tteit a ne^ent a&d careiqft: 
air aboat ^temppral cqntttfti^ and ^^^f«*^ 
foSbpd dibegai^ <£ deoebcy ia appMtl^^ 

do not always denote fowftf^oA ubSst^ 

/• I'*' ' •»• 
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; Thctt k a..iECC0t pnc|e ia fitfnc nteii% 
aj^paiBiit JmmBity:; thd ,k JsL.c»ften.fi>t|iu^ 

pearance are not incompatable^ and udti£ 
it can be promd that thefe over righteoua 
tf/xiiffi, Arjidiol-flinaffing, ridiet. b^.cda- 
tfibn^Wi itom their dikipk», I ikdl not 
cewJUy jn^t ibem of the <iht^ of havw 
ing viosMiii tatfireft la their view. . ,?:-i. 

C a ■ ApQ« 
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^6A popdhr pndacher^. (vriao (Attfaib tfad: 
«Bi^ walls of. QDc charcb) vcbaki? hiooi^fi 
ial» ;the jadf^vaait featt of / bis brdrandt 

qBaikt*^ and^paJ^ fQQl»i6S3c£ dflfbrntiiUir 
on^he. admiring! croud, haa)Utel|! aflumed: 
tb^exterolL ai^pearande of indigehee, ; Jl 
iOp^fe. be. bM^aJteccd. bis j ojpiiuqn)^ itidi 
nQVitlmks thai AijpcuQenf^pmBaooe k not 
c^(}p^ftent yvitb-^tbe bumiliif^c^'ji^ g6Qicl2 
L$j: not jbim.^ba is fo jflol^sli^aU^. uocha^j 
ritablc as to damn mankind by yrfadleialc^ 

wonder at my fufpeding tbat worldly In. 
ti&cftriis/bis aihc|^'ixfy^accafatictt amounts 

only tOifefpicioib} bis fciywtucsdrtlvmiiKr 
tioja'are al^y9.^percnlpWl^'V dMd?:p 

-rfiincef tbeb r J riii^trihawb^^ikAt m -4^' 
Oofi im^dbftUfirbot tbai^ ibme df> tbei^* 
teacbe^ as^ilbo^thfluenofiil •{^tel&ihfir^ 
reft, and/hafving tioteifttWfdiiiai^ titteiits^ 
to recommend tbem to cburcb preferment, 

^ ^: may 



maj^'l^^^^ufia^t^is method of preaching • 

Ot^i^bkhiM pur]^dfc as' well, '• '^ ^' - 

.♦^ . '\' ' 

. • • * • • ■ , , 

- lirtt lM5 Wave dur^ farther opinion on this' 
hadf^m^d prb£lk^'to examine liow fat- 
annlbitton may W' the caufe of their fow-^* 
ifT^nfie ' le6ds-^<^ ^^tfonion 'aimc^g Chri*^ 
fUEtrtti-u^.There are two forta of anibition/ 
^rtdly'and ipi^ituaL Their prefiimp-; 
um a^ fdf-c^ti^eit deprives them of- all ' 
\ihfe6 o( gratjfyitt^ Che formdr ; but is the 
ye^ylbdndationfof thdr poiTeffiffg the higher 
^^jo^mthts.of tht latter ; and I itiake nd 
dbolrt^l^utxhat there is itiore pridib in th6' 
b'c^rt bf him who has founded a Taber^^ 
ISacle,- thian . in^ Ms whofe mddeift nierie 
lUffr-raJfed him-to ah epifcopal fee. Sel£.*' 
ienc^t and pnifctrhption I cKufe to di- 
ftlligOidi"*snihevgt«hd chafafttriftics of 
^liStaal pride ^Y-^'tfetefe are the fteps by 
which they afcerid**lhe ladder of- fpiritual 
iihbition, and ^iftJ the funimit of thcfr 
gtaflaeurj whi^ih is an extentive -power 
over deluded 'lAuhitwies j ah«f a degree of 
• ' reverciice 



rov^reiic^ ^^4 homage from tho wiA^g^ 
which we can .ctever fuppofe waa paid ey^^ 
to the apoftles^ nor indeed required by them. 
S^<«cpnQei( whifpera in thck eara tteit 
they are better men and better cbrif^hkiis: 
than theic bifethrefiSTttlui: they arc k^. 
le^ed fhepfatsfds to feed the fioc^ of Ghrift^ 
l^ce thigrfcegin to dix^e^intp fcripturct: isT; 
pafffgea which they wreft^ in favoQl of 
their terrific form of preaching the goijpcl; 
asd 96 feiv : ia ever pr«dQinii>ant ip weak 
minda^ fhey.ep4eavQUir|o produce vonipll^ 
era frooi holy yrf ii to jterrify the igoofURt 
into the hdief of their partieular fyfteuoa^. 
making th^v: appeals to tb$ paflioo of /am"^ 
inftead of eoiikavouring to iolplant % th(^ 
mmds of naen a love c^.true relig^on^ and 
a lively &]|Ji in Cbrift, biy mM perf«jaiive% "^ 
apd the coqI didatea of reafon and arga?i 
ment; thefe will not ferve their particolai^ 
purppfes ; . they are confcioos that the ge^ 
neralityof thedergy teach the gofpclJn* 
this laudable manner; and therefore i£ 

s 

they only join in the feme commoiQ 019^ 

thod 
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thod ttiere wIUIn: no opp^tuait^ of dl- 
ftingctt&ing themfelves, nor any pretencSo 
fbr '^tog themfelves op ais the lighis 6i 
the iw^ia^ ai&d : ^ bnly ibf^SUe guides 
■to eternal filviitioD. ' . , 

"V . . ... V * 5 * 
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^ It & the' b'ttfinfefff then 6f ^ery _ . _„_ 
deritf any new' te of chriftians in 'tlils 
ktnga6m> to endeavour to find out fome 
defeat iri the mahner of preaching, -and 
lilthe inbde of Wotfjap prati^ifed by the 
fiegi^rdq^; hence c4lumny, andialle 
^ctuMon, bfindfrig 'the chai-jw^ets of 
tlnr nioft eminent . divihci' iSsith negli- 
' 'getice and inatteifition to the great duties 
' of tfieir office, aifd the moft impudent 
ihd tihlimited diarg^s agalnft the yty 
in general, for atheifm and infideli^, at 
flitf very ' tjine jhey are joining in the 
ptiblic yirorihip 6( the church, and there- 
by affentmg to the truth of thechriftia'n 
religiton. Would it not fhock any £q^ 
reigner, Who underftood our language, 
'lo hear a prtacfcer iri ^ chriftian coii^ 

gregatioa 
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gregation,: teH hisc audS^ncc,, 5.'j JJ^JjaC 

" they arc a.fet of iiific|c]s,; that tl^ir afi- 

«« tendancp;pa thic, public worih^p,^ of 

.'< Godj jsid their living ia th6 exadeft 

.** obfervation of all moral virtues, . are 
«* but jGtiining fins in the fight of God, 

«* unlefs they come- unto Chrifl^^-and 

•« wafli themfelves in the blood of the 

.** Lamb ? Would he not be further fui?- 

•* prifed to hear another of thefe zealous 

•* preachers tell you, that the majority 

^^ of this great and flourifiiing kingdom 

«« live without Chrift in their hearts r 

• •■♦•• *> tf * / ■ • 

<« are deaf to his awakening eallsi dfili* 
•* vered by thefe his righteous mini- 
** fl:ers, and flumber^ on in their fins> 
<^ all man^ner of abominations, and ea- 
" gerly purfuing eternal damnation^, .that 
*« in this fituation, their wives^ their 
«^ children, their eflates ^ajodeffeds are 
** given them for a curfe ; that they J 

«* had^ better part with.thqm all, than 
•* want .that inward ^ light an^ grace in 
<< their heart$» without which there i% 

" no 
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" no goinjg to heaven t that the ftrait 

gate that leads to eternal happinefs 

is too narrow for fplendid equipages, 

and gaudy apparel, and all the pof- 
** fefibrs of theie muft go into outer 
** darknefs ? *' Thefe and fuch like 
low and unmanly expreflions make up 
great part of their fcrmons, calculated to 
inlpire vulgar minds, with a great vene- ^ 
ration for the preacher, and an utter con- 
tempt of all peribns of rank and for- 
tune, in comparifori of whom they think 
themfelves faints on earth. Haying 
fucceeded thus far, the enthufiaftic r 

preacher fecures them to himfelf, by 
expatiating on the heinoufnefs of apofta- 

tizing from him, by enlarging on the . , 

great and meritorious fuiFerings h? has 
undergone for the fake of their fouls, 
and ftom preaching on the pafRon of 
our Saviour, makes an eafy (though im- 
pious) tranfition to his own indefatigable 
ftrvices, tells them what revilings and 
bufFctings he has met with ; how hard 

D he 
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he has laboured in the vineyard of 
Chrift, how he has ftruggled for the 
prefervation of their precious iouls ; and 
thus with the moft powerful vociferation ' 
^nd enthufiaftic warmth^ he works on 
the paflions of the gaping multitude^ till 
the whole congregation refounds with 
fobs and figbs ; and fpiritual groanings^ 
wl^ich he receives as incenfe offered to his 
iuperior piety and excellence ; and^ in the 
warmth of his imagination, conceits him- 
felf to be no lefs than the great apoftle to 
the Gentiles, or perhaps a degree above 
h m. Thus he gratifies his fpiritual 
pride, and holds in contempt all the be* 
coming dignities of the eflablifhed church; 
and, in this elevated flation of his own 
making, he does not confine himfelfto 
exhortations and edifications, but deals in 
denunciations of wrath and eternal dam-* 
nation, and aflumes as much arbitrary 
power over the confcicnccs of men (by 
means of thcfe engines of terror) as any 
bifhop of Rome whatever. 

The 
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The upright and confcientlous clergy^ 
man who regularly performs the duties of 
his office in his church, is forced to 
preach to very thin congregations ; for 
moft of the poorer fort, fervants efpeci- 
ally, are not content to hear found mo- 
rality, and the pure doArine of chriftia- 
nity at their pari{h churches, they muft 
run after every popular euthufiaft, who 
rails at their fuperiors, and tells them 
*^ He is commiflioned to call them to 
^' an adoption in Chrifl, to be his eleA, 
'^ end to make them rich indeed, and 
^^ make "them far better men than 
" their worldly mailers :" to him therefore 
they bow and cringe, and by him they are 
taught to believe fuch an inftantaneous 
converfion worked in their fouls, thsi^ they 
are regenerate, quite new creatures, and 
that all the reft of mankind are mere 
drofs, except thofeof the fame perfuafipn. 

From this I conjedlure they are led into 
contributions for defraying the expences of 

D 2 preaching 
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preaching the gofpel out of the pale of the 
church ; and if fo, an unneceflary charge 
is here laid on thofe who might hear the 
gofpel at their own pariih churches ^with. 
out it ; but this I fuppofe will be evaded 
by faying, with their ufual candour, that 
• our divines do not take fo much pains to 
• convert finncrs to repentance as they do; 
and inc^eed, if the moft nonfenfical ha- 
rangues, devoid of all form and ordjcr, 
and fometimes of decency, is the proper 
method of preaching, and the beft means 
of convcrfion ; thefe are the men to fol- 
low ; thefe are the only true divines. 
K Of this fpiritual pride, which I have here 

given a fketch of, has a plate in the heart . 
of the preacher, it muft be tranfmitted to 
his difciples j and every man's experience 
will furnifli him with inftances amongft 
Kis acquaintance, of the behaviour of thofe 
who are thus infefted : they contemn ajl 
difcourfes on morality, and the good con- 
dudl of life : they take it for granted, that 
the world believes them to be compleat 

ob' 
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obfervers of all the fecial virtues j and. 
this they are led into by the example of 
their teachers, who fcarcc ever touchjip- 
on thefe fubjeds from the pulpit, either 
looking upon it as beneath the excellence 
of their office, or concluding that thofeof 
their own perfuafion pay fuch a flri(5t 
regard to the moral law, that, they never 
violate aqy part of it, and confequently 
can never need admonitions on that head. 
This high ppioion of themfelves, thus ta- 
citly countenanced from the pulpit, they 
carry into life, and build on it fuch arro- 
gant behaviour and infolent conduct, as 
muft ama«e and aftonifli every man who •{ 
has the ufe of reafon : their fpecches are • 
full of contempt of all fuch as have not 
the lig/jt mthiriy and all degrees of fubor- 
dination to fuperiors they mufl: in their 
hearts defpife, becaufe they look u^on 
their earthly niafters, relations, and friends, 
as beings far inferior to themfelves, who 
are the eledl of the Lord ; hence they talk 
A^i the dread fovcreign of heaven and 

earth 
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earth with the greateft familiarity^ and as 
from his own mouthy pafs fentence on 
every indifcreet word or adion of their 
neighbours, nay urge his authority for 
difobedience of the juft commands of their 
fuperiors. 

A fmall anecdote will place this in a 
clearer light. '^ Some time fince in a 
f^ a very popular city 9f this kingdom, a 
*^ great diflurbance aroie about one of the 
*^ itinerant, unftable, and unlearned 
^^ teachers; the conteft became warm, 
«« and a very worthy general who 'had 
«^ the command of fome foldiers quar- 
«^ tcred in the town, prudently gave ori- 
<< ders that none of his men fhould at- 
<^ tend this preacher, fearing they fhould 
<^ be induced to interfere in the difpute> 
*^ and greatly add to the difturbances al« 
<< ready begun : In the evening he was 
<^ informed that one of his men had di£- 
** obeyed his orders, he fent for him, jie- 
^' manded the reafon of his difobedience^ 

" which 
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<< which he knew might be attended with 
** fevere military difcipline ? The foldier 
<^ told him that it was true he had or* 
<^ dered him not to attend the preacher, 
<< but that 41 greater commander had en« 
<« gaged, him to negledt his orders^ for he 
<< had promifed God Almighty to meet 
«< him at the Caftle-hill, to hear his 
** minifter at fix o'clock exaftly : The 
'< general afked him how often he had 
<< been at fermon ? To which he replied, 
<* but once before/ but had converfed 
*« with the preacher twice in private.'* 

Now let any man judge what muft be 
the pride and prefumption of an old dii^ 
ciple, when a new one could talk thus fa- 
miliarly of the Deity. However thcfe 
empirics in theology may boaft of fuch 
inftantaneous converfions of the looieft 
and moft profligate of mankind, fays 
an eminent divine, and pretend the moft 
ludden change in moral charadters, 
let-me not envy them, but heartily wiih 

them 
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hem more frequent and fincere ; for if is 
much to be doubted whether this method 
of dealing with men be agreeable to the 
ODurfe of divine providence ia the worksr 
of nature or difpenfations of grace. Time 
and means muft be allowed for real 
changes. The feeds of virtue may be 
ibwn in an inftant^ the growth and per* 
fcdionmuft be gradual*'* 

The light within which the methodifks^ 
and others fo Wrongly contend for, is an 
inilance of great prefumptfon and fpiritaal 
pride, it is called by fome of them divine 
^infpiration ; and tho* they are not able to 
perform any miracles, yet they cqnfi* 
dently ai!ert that their teachers are no lefs 
infpired than the apoftles, who gave fuch 
evident proofs of their divine commiffions. 
What wonder then if thcfc teachers (thus 
infpired) (hould aflume an authority to 
condemn to utter perdition, all who dif- 
fent from them in opinion) or in other 

wordi^ 
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wor^s, dll who arc^ not contributors to the 
iedt they have eft^bliih^^ 

This Ugbt within :Or in/pirntim^ calls 
the meaneft and ttioft illiterate iqechanic 
to the facTjed fuaftions of the miaiftry, it 
jenables him to illuftfjite the divine inyfte-* 
ties of revelation.; and at once eqnftitutes 
hina ia fit inftrumentof converting finners 
to repentance, ^ndofprefervingand com- 
forting thofe. who have already experienced 
the faving grace, communicated to them 
by this inward light. 

This inlpiration ferves to promote fub- 
fcriptions and contributions for oew af- 
fembljes.in all parts of the town, under the 
diredion of thefe unlearned and unliable 
paftprs. Thus our churches which are 
conveniently and abundantly planted in 
all parts of the metropolis, are more and 
more deferted, and the caufe of it un-. 
juftly imputed to the profanenefs and 
wickednefs of the age, when at the. feme 

E time 
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time thoufands and ten thoufands of the 
deluded multitude, are fo far from a to- 
tal difregard of all religion, that they ate 
running in droVcs after every ' new doc- 
trine ; and readily embracing every pre- 
tended reformation of our holy religion* 
which it feems is not taught in the efta- 
blifhed church with fufficient purity fot 
thofe very people, who are on all hands 
charged as a nation with open profanenefs 
and a total negled of religion. 

The preacher who is followed by mul- 
titudes, and he who is almoft totally de- 
feited, equally exclaim againft the im- 
pietv of the age with the greatcft injuftice ; 
for it is owing to the fuperlative righteouf- 
nefs of fome men, and their growing tired 
of the good old difcipline of the eftabliftied 
church, that the latter is deferted, and to 
a timidity and unbecoming diffidence of 
the fufficiency of the ordinary pradice of 
piety (which can only be removed by 
the light within,) that the former is in- 
debted 
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debted for th^ great increafe of his congre- 
gation: but that age can never be diftin- 
guiflied for infidelity and atheifm^ in 
which the deepefl errors of fanaticifm 
prevail ; nor that city, wherein Icdtures 
upon ledhires are daily held at all hours and 
all feafons for the encouragement and 
fupport of enthufiaflic ratit ; and for the 
maintenance of every illiterate torturer of 
holy writ, who thinks proper to leave his 
ordinary vocation, (and by the a0i dance 

of the light nvitbin) to ufurp the authority 
of Chrift and his apoflles. 



Surely that muft needs be a pious age, 
in which any mechanic who deems him- 
felf called to the mihiftry by infpiration^ 
if he is able to pay for licenfing a houfe 
opens it as a chriftian church, and is fure 
to have a fufficient number of difciples^ 
cither to feed hrs fpiritual pride, by al- 
lowing his call from within, or by contri- 
butions to fupport him in an eafier way of 
life than his fituation and circumilances 

E 2 would 
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would otherwife hav6 allowed of. Stradgb 
efiedt of credulity in a chriftian cpqnt;yy 
and under the eye of the beft difciplined 
church on earth, that a man fliould be 
deemed an infpired preacher; and followed 
from one end of the town to the otherj 
that cannot fpeak good Englifli, and does 
not underftand the firft rudiments of his 
native tongue! Was his infpiration really 
from heaven, certainly that fountain of 
goodnefs from whence flow'd the gift of 
divers tongdes to the apoftles, would 
enable thefe preachers to fpeak at leaft in 
the language of common fenfe, that the 
learned as well as the unlearned might 
partake of the benefit of their pious in« 
ftrudiions, and not depart from their a£- 
jfemblies with the utmoft horror, (hocked 
at men's preaching the gofpcl in the mean- 
eft and moft indecent manner, ufing the 
lov^eft and moft unmanly, and fometimes 
the rudeft expreftions, in their addrcffes to 
mankind, on the nobleft and moft exalted 
fttbjeft that ever dignified the tongue 'of 

cIo- 
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eloqueiK^i and if all orders of men have 
an equal claim to the preacher's concur ri! 
for thdr immortal, fouls, how carefuF 
ought he to be to fpeak in the language 
of men, who afcendsa pulpit in this our 
day, when we make fo much ufe of our 
intelleiftual powers, and require regular ai'- 
guments to convince us of the truth of any 
doctrine. 






Our Saviour (hewed the i^me readiitefs 
to' do ads of mercy ; for the rich, as the 
poors butthefc his pretended difcip'es, 
inftead of drawing them to chriftianity^ 
by the. cords of love, openly abufe and 
rail at them, and even forbid them their 
places of worftiip, if they happen to 
drop into them by accident: an excellent 
method this of converting thofe whofe 
example might lead^ multitudes into the 
paths of righteoufnefs, which they pre- 
tend to teach the knowledge of. " Kut, 
** poor fouls, fay thefe charitable divines, 
«« and their lay teachers, let them^ alone, 

(meaning 
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t^ (meaning the rich) they are going to 
<' hell headlong in their fine coaches; 
<« and would to God, they would go by 
^^ themfelves, 9nd not take their fervants 
<« along with them ; bur what with their 
^ dining fo late on the fabbath, and other 
« diabolical contrivances^ the poor ier* 
<^ vantd are hindered from attending the 
<* words of life, and muft go to hell 
" with their vile mailers/* 

Here is fine reafoning, are not thefe 
equitable appeals to men of fuperior birth 
and education ? is this the proper method 
of fpeakin g of our fenators^ our magi-^ 
Jlratesy our gentry^ and our merchants 
hdbxt a giddy deluded mob? Certainly 
no. When a congregation is affembled, 
and partly compofed of perfons of rank 
and fortune, a degree of reverence to his 
fuperiors will guide the modeft and truly 
chriflian preacher, and teach him more 
becoming language. The example of 
our Saviour, who, even when he was re- 

vilcd 
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viled, reviled not agam, will teach him 
more humility than to pronounce fen- 
tence of condemnation without autho- 
rity, and even without ufing the tiecent 
and neccffary means of amending thofe 
whom they thus inftantaneoufly damn. If 
vulgar and uncharitable exprcflions, if a 
brutal and unrelenting fpirit of damning 
all to Hell^ who are not of a particular 
fed, be the efiefts of the light within^ 
may theall-vwfc and infinitely kind Crea- 
tor of the univerfe (who caufeth his fun 
to ftiine, on the juft and the unjuft, (pre- 
ferve us, in our happy darknefs, and fufi^er 
us not to be led into tcmptaltSn, by thefe 
infpired teachers — thefe falfe lights of 
the world. I would not here be under- 
ftood to infinuate, that a preacher fliould 
be aftiamed to name fuch a place as bell 
before a polite audience ; this is an ex- 
treme on the other fi!de: I only would 
have it remembered, that there is a way 
of convincing men of the beauty of holi- 
nefe, and the amiablenefs of chriftlanity 
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by found reafoa and argument, >Qd which 
has been pra<3;ifed with ilici:^r9, by the 
moil eminent divintfs in all ages iince the 
foundation of chriftianity, and is better 
adapted to teach the kind and charitable 
precepts of the gofpel, than this enthu-* 
iia^ic thundering aut di damnation at 
the end of every fentence. 



Be ye wife asferpentSy but harmJeJs as 
denies y fays our Saviour 5 but are thefe the 
innocent doves, who inftrud men to go 
home, and tell every branch of their fa- 
milies, and perhaps their whole neigh- 
bourhood, ""they are in a ftate of damna^ 
tion^ if they have obt the light within^ 
or, in other words, if they [^arc not fol- 
lowers of the moft diftinguiflied enthu-* 
liaftic preachers. Would not one think 
that thefe men had read our Saviour's pre- 
cept thus: *« Seem ye innocent as doves, 
** but be venomous as ferpcnts," fince 
with theif bitter tongues they thus curfe 
mankind, and reprefent the L'eity as an 

impla- 
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implacable Beings not to be .appeafed^ h\it 
by continual repetitions of enthuAalllc 
fant^ and the moft horrid barbarifms. 

Having mentioned the light witbirt^ 
or inward infpiration^ give me leave to 
obierve, that if it is derived from heaven, 
as they affcrt, whatever experimental 
knowledge they may have of it v^ithia 
thcmfelVes, yet in order to fcvince rea* 
fonable men of the trf!B[fa of this afTertion^ 
it will be neceflary tHat it fhould enable 
thpm to work fome miracle;' and we have 
the higheft reafon to expeft this from the 
goodnefs of, God, who atways afforded 
this evidence of theii" divine commiiiion 
to his infpired minifters, and would cer- 
tainly give this teflimbny to otir modern 
enthufiafts, whenever their owd autho-* 
rity failed of converting finners to repen- 
tance and falvation, which is the great 
end of the chriftian difpenfation. And 
if tbefe men were really the cho(en 
priefts of the moft high God, he wocld 

F ' moft 



mofl certainly in bis great mercy, give 
fome ftronger teftimony of it (than their 
bare aflertion to convince an unbelieving 
age, and not let eternal falvation be con-^ 
fined to a few fecftaries : fince then no man 
can have any other evidence of a preacher'^s 
in/pirationy than miracles, which arc 
the natural proo& of it, eflabli(hed by 
icripture, and allowed by reafon ; and no 
fuch evidence has yet appeared for the di^ 
ftingni(hed enthuiiaflic preachers of our 
day, let us candidly hope they are mif. 
taken about this inward ligbt, and be- 
lieve, that it is the tScOi of a weak de- 
laded imagination, puffed up with a 
vain conceit of its own importance, and 
apt to fancy every enthufiaflic rhapfody 
to be an infpiration fronii above* I hear-* 
tily wi(h however, that intereji or ambi- 
tion may not be at the bottom of this pre- 
tended infpiration. 9 

The modern infidels, who heartily 
wi(h our religion to be falfe, but can* 
not with all their art prove it fo, may 

reafon* 
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reaibnably retort on thefe men^ that they 
do not pretend to prove the truth of it ; 
but reft it folely on the light within, 
which is the key of all fpiritual knowr 
ledge — and at once makes a man a 
chriftian. 

What a icandal it is to chriftianity^ 
that men fhould value themfelves more 
upon being called after the name of any 
particular fe^ft, than on the pradiice oi 
thofe duties, which conftitute the eha- 
rafter of a good chriftian ! The queftjon 
is not now, who is the moft charitable 
and devout, who is moft in favor with 

God and mm for uncommon piety to the 
one, and univerfal love and benevolence 
to the other ? But who has received the 
light within f who has experienced the 
wildeft extafies, the moft enthufiaftic rap- 
tures, and hurried away by the workings of 
a deluded imagination, has lent the great- 
-eft affiftance towards forwarding the pur- 
pofes of defigning preachers, " who 

F 2 <* want 
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^^ want to catch the eye^ to be the lead^ 
^^ ers oi feSls^ to give names to multi- 
" tudes, to be admired or enriched'^ 
View the effefts of the modern fpirit 
called by the falfe name of divine ipfpi- 
ration. *' It alternately fingtf, it groans, 
f « it fighs, it weeps, it thunders out darn- 
<^ nation, it bawls in tabernacles, itraveg 
" in our ftreets, it exclaims in our 
^* houfes." It diftinguifhes itfelf from 
the fpirit of truth, by its doarine$,*"it 
t-eaches, for the peaceable, charitable, 
pompaffionate didtates of the holy fpirit 
of God, the diabolical dictates of ?he 
fpirit of delufion : herefies, cuffings, 
and revilings, 

From thefe hints on the light within 
let nie now proceed to touch upon the 
ponfeflions required more efpecially froni 
the female part of their followers, pre- 
paratory to their receiving this inward 
light. Confeflions generalFy taken at 

private 
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pi^ivate meetings, and, in my humble 
opinion, falling little fhort.of the auri- 
cular confftiiions fo much prai^iifed in 
the Romifh church • Do not thefe ex- 
aminations ferve to eflabliih the autho- 
rity of the priefl ; and often to expofe 
weaknefTes in families^ and particular 
perfons, which may be turned to the 
advantage of 'defignipg mens ^nd will 
thefe infjpired priefts anfwer for the pu- 
rity and integrity of all their lay tea- 
chers ? 

If they will ,not, as I think they can- 
not, certainly this kind of confeffion is 
unwarrantable, and neither that, nor 
the light within^ were ever aiTumed by 
thofe celebrated writers, and fuccefsfut 
preachers, Tiilotfony Soutb^ &c. whofe 
names will ftand on record, as eminent 
ornaments of the chriftian religion,, 
when every fpecics oijanaticifm and er- 
ror (hall be buried in oblivion. 

' Before 
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Before I eonclude thefe curfory re- 
marks on the condudt of. thofe who 
draw off the vulgar from their attend^ 
ance on their parifti minifters, let me 
juft take notice of the ufual behavior of 
an enthufiaftic.mob towards one of their 
adjnired preachers. No fooner does he 
defcend from the pulpit, but the pious 
converts prefs around him ; and, in 
Ipite of all oppofitjon, force their way 
to his facred perfon, happy if they can 
but touch the hem of his garment, but 
happier ftill if they can but condud: him, 
zmndSkJigbs and fobs to the veftry, and 
there by turns take a peep at this faint 
upon earth, or if favored with accefs, 
feed his abundant vanity with the moft 
fulfome encomifims on his great and 
unwearied attention to the concerns of 
their precious fouls. How much more 
like the gofpel humility would it be to 

fee on J of thefe divines turn to the at- 
tending croud, and tell them to go re- 
gularly 
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gularly to their feveral parifh churcheSj 
and bring fufficient proofs fromjhence 
of the inability of the miniftcrs, (to 
whofe care they are committed) to teach 
them ^the law and the gofpel, aqd that 
till then they fhould not aflemble in 
fuch mukitudes and fo far from their 
home, as if all the clergy of the eftdr 
blifhed church were ignorant, or un- 
willing to teach them. This behavior 
would be more like^a chriftian prieft, 
than afcending the pulpit to rail at their 
brethren ; and by infinuating, that they 
negleft their duty, to draw aJide their 
congregations, and engage people to 
contribute to their private meetings and 
affcmblies — I would gladly hear of 
fuch an exhortation as the above, it 
would fliew more candor, however, 
I am afraid, than would be confiftent 
with their inter eji. , • 

From the whole I muft conclude, 
that theie men have no foundation from 

fcrip- 
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fcripture, reafon, or common huma-^ 
nity, to affert that all men muft di€ and 
be damned^ who are not of their per- 
fuafion, or, in other words, who have 
not experienced the light within, much 
lefs to be fo blaJfphemous as to fay, 
" Hear it from the mouth of the Lord/* 
fuch expreflions are intolerable before a 
mixed congregation of chriftians. If 
what I have faid (hould tempt any one to 
fearch further into the ways of thefe 
men, if he will but take the pure un* 
polluted word of God, contained in the 
fcriptures for his guide, he will have 
more and more reafon to believe, that 
thofe preachers are not the true fervants 
of the moft high God, who is long-fuf- 
fering, and of great kindnefs, who doth 
not reward men after their iniquities, 
nor punifh them according to their fins; 
whofe tender mercies are over all his 
works, who is there delcribed to be a 
God of love, of infinite compaffion, and 
furpafling mercy. Will fuch a gracious 

being' 
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bciiig plunge US into the depths of defpair, 
and fentence us to eternal damnation 
for doubting in matters of faith ? Or 
will he doom us to utter darknefs for 
want of the light \<rithin ? Oh ! impious 
thought, how contrary this to the ami- 
able declarations of mercy delivered by 
his Son. He told a man who had only 
in part fulfilled the moral law, that he 
was not far from the kingdom of hea- 
ven : How mild is his reproof to Mar-» 
tha, who, as miftrefs of the family, 
was not only too bufy in preparing an 
entertainment for him, , but negle<^cd 
attending on his divine precepts, and 
wanted likewift to take her fifter from 
her devotionsi ** Martha ! Martha I 
^^ fays he, thou art cumbered about 
" many things, but one thing is netd- 
" ful, &c." Not, according to the pre- 
fcnt practice of his pretended difciples ia 
parallel cafes, who fay to people of rank 
and fortune. " Ye are bufy in preparing 
your entertainments, &c.^ which makes 

G ye 
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ye ncgled the words of life, ye will go to 
hll^ ye will die and be damned^ Examine 
candidly the precepts and doftrines 
preached by our Savior, an^d the life he 
led on earth. His whole fermon on the 
mount fpeaks the higheft fpirit of peace 
and charity; and fofar is he from fay- 
ing, according to pur modi^rn .cnthu- 
fiafts, good works is only waffaing the 
outfide of the platter, (I ufe their own- 
words) ; that he feems to have made it his 
peculiar care to eftablifli the nobleft {y^ 
ftejn of morality 5 and to connect it with 
our very beings as chriftians. View him 
m his life and converlatioo, how con- 
dcfoending ! how mild ! how benevo- 
lent! fee him on every occafion, exer- 
cifing his divine power, in ads of mercy 
and compaffion, without refpeft of 
pcrfons, or perfualioris, rejediing the 
prayers of neither rich nor poor, Jew 
nor Gentile, when implored to relieve 
the bodily infirmities they laboured 
under, and, by the kindcft dcmonftra- 

tions 



tions of love, convincing men of the 
•amiablcnefs of his holy religion, and 
the great charitablenefs of its principles. 
The more you view this portrait of 
Chrift, .the greater the unlikenefs ap* 
pears between him and our modern en- 
thufiafts. Did he ever exalt his voice, 
:and disfigure his features, with enthu* 
liaftic rage, to damn the greateft part of 
Jiis audience ? No : he very rarely ex- 
preyed himfelf iji auflere terms ; and, 
if he did : was he not the Lord and 
giver of life ? And were not bis denun-^ 
ciations chiefly -againft thofe who had 
difputed his authority, mocked his pre- 
cepts, and tempted the Holy One of 
Ifrael ? Did he appoint any one of his 
:apofl:Ies to lord it over his heritage, and 
revile his brethren ? No ; yet his chofen 
minifters were but twelve in number, 
whereas I trufl: in God, that he has 
now many hundreds in our eflablifhed 

churches, who both by their lives and 
doSrinesJkt J§rth bis true and lively word^ 
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and yet have been charged with Ignorance 
of chriftianity, and ncglt6t of their 
duty, with a view of perverting the weak 
members of their congregations, and of 
turning them afide to hedr the gofpel-, 
inhumanly mangled, and cruelly mifin- 
terpreted, to ferve the purpofes of in^ 
terejl or audition. Give but as diligent 
and unbiaffed an attention to your own 
reading of the fcriptures, as you do to 
the falfe' interpretation of it, by thefe 
meriy and you will foon find- the great 
difparity between their lives and that of 
our Savior, betwixt their doftrines and 
his , and when once you are convinced 
that there is no occafion for any extraor- 
dinary impulfes, or fallacious light With- 
in, to enable you to praSife the great 
truths of the gofpel, andthat a modeft ufo 
of your reafon, joined to a pious difpofition 
to believe the facred myfterics of our holy 
religion as confonant to that reafon, i% 
-all the light within, that is required of 
you 5 you will then fcrioufly and de»* 

voutly 
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voutly at n d on your parochial minif- 
ters, and be every day more and more 
Convinced of their ability, integrity, and 
induftry to make you good chriftians; and 
ufeful members of fociely : to their care 
I recommend you, and heartily wiih 
you may regard the advice given you, as 
flowing from a heart warmed with a 
iincere love of mankind, and willing to 
diftinguifh true religion from fanaticiihi 
and error, to oppofe the amiable doctrines 
of univerfal love, and charity, to the 
churliih tenets of enthufiafm, and to 
recommend unity among chriftians from 
a view of thfe unamiablenii of diflention. 
May the goodnefs of the intention anfwer 
for the deficiencies of the execution ; 
and thefe remarks experience that chri- 
ftian charity, they were defigned to pro- 
mote. 

PINTS. 
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